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CARE Act
Become a Link toCOMMON WORDS

CARE Act: The Community 

Assistance, Recovery, and 

Empowerment Act created a 

legal process to assist individuals 

living with Schizophrenia 

Spectrum or Psychotic

Disorders.

Madera County 

Department of Behavioral 

Health Services (BHS): 

Agency whose findings and 

resources are relied on by the 

CARE Act.

Petition: Form CARE-100.

Petitioner: Person or entity 

that files Form CARE-100.

Prima Facie: The first time a 

Judge reviews filed Form CARE- 

100 to decide if Respondent 

qualifies under the CARE Act.

Probate Court: A division of 

the court that oversees cases that 

involve individual rights outside 

of civil and criminal law.

Respondent: A person listed 

on Form CARE-100 as someone 

who qualifies under CARE Act.

Schizophrenia Spectrum

Disorders and Psychotic

Disorders: Severe mental 

health disorders that interfere 

with someone’s daily activities 

and their ability to be 

independent.

Volunteer Supporter: 

Respondent’s chosen support 

person to help navigate the 

CARE Act.

OVERVIEW

The Community Assistance, Recovery, and Empowerment Act (CARE 
Act), may help someone link an individual living with untreated 
Schizophrenia Spectrum Disorders or other Psychotic 
Disorders to community care resources.

The person that wants to help is called the Petitioner. While the 

person that needs the help and like to care is called the Respondent.

The CARE Act does not force a Respondent to receive care. The 
Respondent may decline to receive care or stop participating at any 
time. There are no civil or criminal penalties for the Respondent.

If you are unsure if the CARE Act is the right link to resources for the 
Respondent, please reach out to the Self-Help Office before 
completing this packet.

PARTICIPANTS

Petitioner

A Petitioner can link a Respondent to care through the CARE Act 
by filing a petition with the Probate Court. However, not everyone 
that wants to help a Respondent can be a Petitioner. The following 

persons may serve as Petitioners: 

The Respondent’s: 

Parent or Legal Guardian

Spouse

Sibling

Child

Grandparent

Roommate

Homeless outreach worker

Service provider who is treating 
or has recently treated 
Respondent.

Director of a hospital in which the 
Respondent was recently or is 
hospitalized in.

Directors of Public Service 
Agencies and their designees.

A first responder who has had 

repeated contact with the 

Respondent.

Care



Respondent

Under the CARE Act, a person in need of care can only be a
Respondent if:

o They are at least 18 years old;

o Have a diagnosis of Schizophrenia Spectrum Disorder or 
other Psychotic Disorder;

o A statement signed by a licensed behavioral health professional 
confirming the diagnosis can be obtained;

o There are other eligibility criteria that will be fully assessed by the 
court to determine if the Respondent qualifies under the CARE 
Act.

Madera County Department of Behavioral Health Services

The Madera County Department of Behavioral Health Services 

(BHS) is responsible for protecting and promoting Madera County 
community health. As a centralized resource hub, BHS is a key part of the 
CARE Act.

BHS can be a CARE Act Petitioner. If BHS did not file the Petition, 

BHS will be responsible for contacting, investigating, and submitting a 
report to the Court about whether the Respondent is eligible.

If you believe that someone that needs assistance may not be eligible for
CARE Act help, reach out to BHS to learn about other resources here:

(559) 395-0451

Monday – Friday: 8:00am – 5:00pm

Madera County Public Defender

Once the CARE Act Petition is filed, a Madera County Public Defender 
(PD) will be appointed to represent Respondent, free of charge. The PD 

must ensure the Respondent’s interests are recognized and CARE Act 
requirements met.

Volunteer Supporter

A Respondent may choose a Volunteer Supporter. The Volunteer 
Supporter helps the Respondent think through potential 
consequences of care options offered and feel heard and understood. The 
Volunteer Supporter may attend hearings or related appointments.

ROADMAP

Participants
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The value of the Decedent’s Estate should be 
determined based on the value of the property at the 
time of death, not at the time the Small Estate 
Affidavit is signed.

A professional appraiser does not need to be hired. 
The Beneficiary can provide a good faith 
approximate value.

Personal Property: Consider the value you 

would receive for the item in a garage sale.
Real Property: Consider similar properties 
selling in the area.

• Remember that a Small Estate 
Affidavit cannot be used for real 
property. Real property is only used to 
calculate the value of the Decedent’s 

Estate. 

Do not include sentimental value when calculating.

Self-Help Services cannot help you calculate or value 
the Decedent’s Estate. 

A worksheet to help you calculate the Decedent’s Estate value is 

attached.

Calculate Number of Days Since Decedent Died

At least 40 days must have passed since the Decedent died.

If the total value of the Decedent’s Estate is $166,250.00 or 

less and 40 days have passed since the death of the 

Decedent, you may use the Small Estate Affidavit process.

Complete the Small Estate Affidavit

Verification
o Make sure that a Formal Probate proceeding has 

not been filed. If it has, you cannot use the Small 
Estate Affidavit unless the Personal 
Representative agrees in writing.

Fill Out
o A Small Estate Affidavit. 

A sample is attached.

• Many banks and other financial

institutions have their own. Please 
check before using this one.

Calculate

Fill Out

Attach

Notarize

Submit

Advocate
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Prepare for the Hearing

Hearing

ROADMAP

Judge

The Judge will be a neutral facilitator ensuring the CARE Act is 

followed. The Judge is responsible for determining:

o The Respondent qualifies under the CARE Act.

o The Respondent is willing to participate.

o The Respondent understands and agrees to the plan of care and 
the plan continues to meet the Respondent’s needs.

o The Respondent has received available benefits.

PROCEDURE

[If you are reading this packet on an internet enabled device, forms in BOLD are attached 
and can be clicked on to open and view electronically.]

If you are ready to serve as Petitioner and believe that a potential
Respondent meets all CARE Act requirements, you must complete:

CARE-100 – Petition to Commence Care Act Proceedings

CARE-101: Mental Health Declaration
o Complete the top of Pg. 1— Petitioner’s name and contact 

information, case name, and case number.
o The rest of the form must be completed by a licensed 

behavioral health professional and must be attached to 
CARE-100 at the time of filing.

Document Review

The Self-Help Office offers a free optional document review service for self- 
represented litigants. As part of this service, an attorney or paralegal will 

review your documents for completion before filing. Our staff cannot 
provide you with legal advice or strategy. To have your documents 
reviewed, you may choose:

o In Person
o Madera County Superior Court

Self Help Office
200 South ‘G’ Street
Madera, CA  93637
(559) 416-5520

o Electronic Submission
o Email the completed forms to: 

facilitator@madera.courts.ca.gov

ROADMAP

Participants

Complete Forms

Affidavit

Review

File

Prima Facie



Filing

CARE Act Petitioner’s must file in the county where:

o The Respondent lives, or

o The Respondent is found, or

o The Respondent is facing criminal or civil proceedings.

In Madera County, a CARE Act Petition may be filed:

o In Person or Mail:

Madera County Superior Court
Civil Division – 4th floor
200 South G Street
Madera, California 93637

o E-filing:

Visit the link HERE

Filing Fee

There is no fee for filing.

What is Next?

The Judge will review the CARE Act Petition and determine if the 
Respondent’s needs meet the basic requirements of the CARE Act. 

This is called a Prima Facie review.

If the Respondent does not, the Judge will dismiss the case.

If the Respondent does, the Judge will assign BHS to complete a report 

and will appoint a Public Defender to represent the Respondent.

Once the report is completed, the Judge must decide whether to move 

forward to develop a care plan to meet the Respondent’s needs.
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MC-025

SHORT TITLE: CASE NUMBER:

ATTACHMENT (Number):  

(This Attachment may be used with any Judicial Council form.)

(If the item that this Attachment concerns is made under penalty of perjury, all statements in this Page   of   

Attachment are made under penalty of perjury.)

Form Approved for Optional Use
Judicial Council of California
MC-025 [Rev. July 1, 2009]

(Add pages as required)

ATTACHMENT www.courtinfo.ca.gov

to Judicial Council Form

C

To keep other people from seeing what you entered on your form, please press the Clear This Form button at the end of the form when finished.
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